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CALL TO ORDER – 6:00pm, Tuesday, February 12 2013
Chair: Jessica Squires

Recording Secretary: Sam Heaton

Council Members Present 
· Kelly Black (President)

· Anna Goldfinch (VP External)

· Vincent St-Martin (Office and Communications Coordinator)

· Phil Robinson (Executive Coordinator)
· Elizabeth Whyte (VP Finance)

· Chloë Grace Fogarty-Bourget (VP Operations)
· Holly Gilroy (VP Academic)

· Peter Holdsworth (History)

· Ron Couchman (Sociology and Anthropology)

· Abigail Kidd (Sociology and Anthropology)

· Tabatha Armstrong (Canadian Studies)

· Chris Bisson (Geography)

· Brendan O’Neill (Geography)

· Nyssa McLeod (School of Public Policy and Administration)

· Jesse Howell (Neuroscience)

· Christina Doré (ALDS)

· Ridha Ben-Rejeb (ALDS)

· Michael Vertolli (Cognitive Science)

· Sebastien Plante (Cognitive Science)

· Paul Donaldson (NPSIA)

· Wesley Petite (Political Economy)

· Justine De Jaegher (School of Public Policy and Administration)

· Lauren Montgomery (Graduate Residence Caucus)

· Emile Scheffel (Political Management)

· Guy Massie (History)

· Scott Marchant (MCGSS)

· Nick Bourgeois (Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering)

· Seyed Nemut-Nahi (Communications)

· Justine Mallah (Communications)

· Thania Vega (Political Science)

· Katy Hartling (Physics)

· Ehsan Ghias-Begloo (Electronics)

· Graeme Turner (Mathematics and Statistics)

· Chelsea Houde (English)

· Andrew Connolly (English)

· Glen Barber (Economics)

· Samantha Allen (Journalism)
1. INTRODUCTION OF CHAIR

      a. Announcement of Proxies


Ehsan Ghias-Begloo for William Knisley (Electronics)
Seyed Nemut-Nahi for Emily Lieffers (Communications)
Scott Marchant for Diane Pelicone (MCGSS)
Johnny El-Alam for Pauline Goutain (ICSLAC)
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA  

Moved: Justine Mallah (Communications)
Seconded: Paul Donaldson (NPSIA)
Carried

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

a. E-minutes from January 25th 2013
Moved: Chloë Grace Fogarty-Bourget (VP Operations)
Seconded: Kelly Black (President)
Carried
b. Minutes from January 25th 2013
Moved: Chloë Grace Fogarty-Bourget (VP Operations)
Seconded: Anna Goldfinch (VP External)
Carried
4. ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Speed dating is being held at Mike’s Place this Valentine’s Day Registration begins at 6:30PM, all are welcome!

· Open House: Bronson Safety Review being held February 27th, 6:30-8:30 PM in the Atrium

· Reading Week Closure: GSA Offices & Mike’s Place will be closed from February 16th-24th 2013

5. EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

a. President (Kelly Black)
Respectfully Submitted by Kelly Black

b. VP Finance (Elizabeth Whyte)

Respectfully Submitted by Elizabeth Whyte

c. VP Operations (Chloë Grace Fogarty-Bourget)

Respectfully Submitted by Chloe Grace Fogarty-Bourget

d. VP Academic (Holly Gilroy)
Respectfully Submitted by Holly Gilroy

e. VP External (Anna Goldfinch)

Respectfully Submitted by Anna Goldfinch

f. Questions

6. OTHER REPORTS

a. Senate & Senate Committees
b. Graduate Residence Caucus (GRC)
c. Carleton University Students’ Association (CUSA)

d. Rideau River Residence Association (RRRA)

e. Graduate Faculty Board (GFB)

f. Carleton Post-doctoral Association (CUPA)

g. Canadian Union of Public Employees 4600 (CUPE 4600)

h. Board of Governors (BoG)
i. Athletics Board

j. Questions

7. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
8. ORDER OF THE DAY

a) Introduction of new Outreach Coordinators
b) Presentation from Ecology Ottawa

9. NEW BUSINESS
a) Motion 12.02.2013 – 01: Motion on City of Ottawa Transportation Planning
Moved by: Anna Goldfinch (VP External) 
Seconded by: Nyssa McLeod (School of Public Policy and Administration)
Whereas GSA Council has frequently supported initiatives to improve cycling and walking infrastructure and public transit; and

Whereas following the death of a GSA member while cycling on Bronson the GSA and other campus groups hosted the Town Hall on Cycling that resulted in the creation of the group CU Cycling; and

Whereas the City of Ottawa has begun its review of its Official Plan, Transportation Master Plan, Cycling Plan, Pedestrian Plan and Infrastructure Plan processes; and

Whereas Ecology Ottawa and other organizations, including the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa, are initiating an Ottawa campaign for the City to commit to Complete Streets and a funded implementation plan in the Official Plan and Transportation Master Plan at a level comparable or higher than the City of Waterloo; and

Whereas Complete Streets are designed and operated to enable safe, attractive, and comfortable access and travel for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and public transport users of all ages and abilities; and

Whereas the City has already committed to building an East-West Bikeway through downtown to connect New Edinburgh and Westboro that needs to be both safe and expedient; and

Whereas students, staff and faculty would benefit from the East-West Bikeway connecting to a North-South Bikeway that is in the vicinity of the Carleton University campus and connects the downtown to South Keys; and

Whereas over the past ten years the City of Ottawa has, on average, spent annually $150 million on new roads and road widening, $5 million on pedestrian infrastructure, and $3 million on cycling infrastructure; and

Whereas the GSA has been working with CU Cycling, the Department of University Safety and the City of Ottawa to review pedestrian and cyclist safety on Bronson Avenue; and

Whereas students, staff and faculty at Carleton University have identified Bronson Avenue as the biggest barrier for cycling and walking to campus; and

Whereas proposals from the City are still in progress but may include significant changes to Bronson Avenue to increase safety, such as a dedicated cyclist and pedestrian crosswalk north of Sunnyside Avenue and south of the bridge over the canal; and

Whereas the City has indicated an interest in hosting an Open House at Carleton University in late February to review plans to improve Bronson Avenue; therefore

BIRT GSA Council endorse the Complete Streets campaign and encourage members of the Carleton community to get involved in the campaign. 

BIFRT GSA Council express its support for the City's commitment to an East-West Bikeway and encourage the City to pursue a North-South Bikeway that transverses through or near Carleton University. 

BIFRT GSA Council express its support to the City of Ottawa for increased spending on pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. 

BIFRT GSA Council express support for initiatives that improve safety and increase the accessibility of the Carleton University campus for pedestrians and cyclists. 

BIFRT GSA Council communicate before the end of February the contents of this motion to the Carleton University community, the City of Ottawa, the National Capital Commission, and local community organizations. 

Carried 
b) Motion 12.02.2013– 02: Motion to Establish 2013 GSA Election Dates
Moved by: Chloë Grace Fogarty-Bourget (VP Operations) 
Seconded by: Wesley Petite (Political Economy)
Whereas the GSA normally holds its elections in March of each year and voting takes place for two or three consecutive days; and

Whereas the Electoral Board has been struck; therefore:

Be it resolved that the Graduate Students’ Association Council set 20 and 21 March 2013 as the dates for the 2013 elections.
Carried

c) Motion 12.02.2013– 03: Motion to Approve Referendum Question in 2013 GSA Elections


Moved: Kelly Black (President)

Seconded: Tabatha Armstrong (Canadian Studies)
Whereas the GSA Operating Levy has not increased beyond the Consumer Price Index in at least fifteen years; and

Whereas the GSA has expanded its operations significantly over the past decade with new and expanded programs such as doubling the number of fall term Welcome Weeks, introducing a winter term orientation for new students, the Graduate Recreational Softball League, the Community Garden, cycling initiatives, free yoga, increased support for graduate student departmental societies, administration of the health plan, the Graduate Research Forum, new merit- and need-based awards, scholarships and grants, and more; and

Whereas the GSA aims to continue to respond to graduate students' increased demand for services to improve the experience of graduate studies at Carleton University; and

Whereas many of the services offered through the GSA do not include user fees; and

Whereas the GSA has a proven track record of efficient and prudent financial management; therefore

BIRT GSA Council approve the following referendum question for the 2013 GSA Elections:

Are you in favour of a $5.00 per term increase to the GSA Operating Levy, indexed to the Consumer Price Index and pro-rated for part-time students? Yes/No


Carried
10. OTHER BUSINESS
11. ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by: Abigail Kidd (Sociology and Anthropology)
Seconded by: Ron Couchman (Sociology and Anthropology)

