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	Position
	Member
	Signature

	President
	Diana Tutkishbayeva
	

	Vice President Finance
	Oladapo Odumosu
	

	Vice President Academic
	Fatemeh Mohammad Zamani
	

	Vice President External
	Oluwadamilola Omotuyi
	

	Vice President Operations
	Sara Beth Lyons
	

	Chair
	Kayla Ellis
	

	Chief Electoral Officer
	
	

	
	
	

	Senate committees
	
	

	GRC
	
	

	GFB
	
	

	CUPE 4600
	Jara Vernasse
	

	BOG
	
	

	CUSA
	
	

	RRRA
	
	

	
	
	

	Departmental Representatives
	
	

	Communication
	Kate Ellis
	

	Sociology and Anthropology
	Fayssal Yatim
	

	Economics
	Oladapo Odumosu
	

	Music and Culture
	Sara Beth Lyons
	

	Biology (BGSA)
	Bailey Laforest
	

	NPSIA
	Omar Hassan
	

	Sustainable Energy
	Camilla Respepo Isaza
	

	History (HGSA)
	Keegan Runig
	

	Civil and Environmental Engineering
	Dalia Dhar
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Agenda: 

1. Call to order:
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:20 am. Quorum was confirmed with nine (9) of nineteen (19) voting members present, allowing the meeting to proceed. A land acknowledgement was delivered acknowledging the traditional territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabe Nation within the Kichisippi watershed and recognizing the ongoing impacts of settler colonailism. 

2. Asking everyone to fill the attendance form by this link.
Members were asked to complete the online attendance form. The agenda and attendance links were shared in the meeting chat. Quorum was confirmed by the Chair.

a. Determination of Quorum
Quorum was confirmed by the Chair with 9 voting members present. 

3. ADOPTION OF AGENDA  
Moved: Keegan
Seconded: Fatima
Motion: Be it resolved that the agenda be approved as presented. No amendments to the agenda were proposed.
Motion carried unanimously.

4. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Moved: Nargis
Seconded: Dami
Council confirmed that the previous meeting minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.
No discussion was raised.
Motion: Be it resolved that the previous meeting minutes be approved as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

 
5. UPDATES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
No updates from the previous meeting were presented.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS
Printing Services
The Vice-President Operations informed Council that the GSA has expanded its printing services. In addition to printing, members may now access document binding and presentation folders through the GSA office.

Garden Coordinator
Council was informed that Akhila Devi had been hired as the new Garden Coordinator and commenced work on June 1, 2026.

Focus groups are being conducted to further develop the role and improve garden operations.

ORDER OF THE DAY:
7. NEW BUSINESS: 
Chief Electoral Officer Report

The Chief Electoral Officer presented the official report for the 2026 Second Election.

The report highlighted:
· The election was conducted to fill vacancies on the GSA Board, Graduate Council and University Senate.
· Election information was promoted through newsletters, social media and the GSA website.
· The nomination, campaign and voting periods were completed successfully.
· 6,375 graduate students were eligible to vote.
· 369 valid ballots were cast, representing approximately 5.8% voter turnout.
· No appeals, complaints or electoral violations were reported.
· The Chief Electoral Officer thanked all candidates, the Electoral Committee and the Office of Institutional Research and Planning for supporting the election process.

No questions were raised following the presentation.

Motion: to Ratify Election Results

Moved: Diana

Seconded: Sara Beth

Motion: Be it resolved that Council ratifies the results of the 2026 Second Elections.

The motion carried unanimously.

Following ratification, the newly elected representatives officially became voting members of Council.




8. EXECUTIVE REPORT
Moved: Keegan
Seconded: Diana

The Executive Reports were presented as follows:

President - The President reported on executive onboarding, HR training, banking administration, executive meetings, committee participation, labour negotiations, governance review, collaboration with ISSO on the iStart orientation video, participation in the Garden Coordinator hiring process, and discussions with the Graduate Residence Council regarding future collaboration opportunities.

VP Finance - The Vice-President Finance reported on financial oversight, year-end preparations, audit readiness, executive onboarding, compliance initiatives under the Ontario Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA), recruitment of committee volunteers, preparation of the 2026–2027 operating budget, labour relations matters, Memoranda of Understanding with designated organizations, preparations for the Summer Grants and Awards cycle, and ongoing discussions with the City of Ottawa regarding graduate student internship and employment opportunities.

VP Academic (VPA) - The Vice-President Academic reported on executive meetings, Graduate Council and Senate participation, collaboration with Graduate Studies, responding to graduate student academic concerns, re-establishing the GSA Bike Station, and ongoing work toward installing a water refill station in the GSA Lounge.

VP External (VPX) - The Vice-President External reported on onboarding activities, executive meetings, banking setup, participation in Campus United meetings regarding parking fee increases and artificial intelligence policy discussions, participation in the Garden Coordinator hiring committee, and coordination of registration for the Canadian Federation of Students Ontario Skills Development Symposium.

VP Operations (VPO) - The Vice-President Operations reported on executive transition activities, office operations, summer office scheduling, completion of executive training, coordination of the Garden Coordinator recruitment process, and facilitation of focus groups supporting policy development for the position.

Questions: No questions were raised regarding the executive reports.

Motion: Be it resolved that Council adopts the Executive Reports as presented.

Motion carried unanimously.

9. OTHER REPORTS
Senate and Senate Committees
No report was presented.

Graduate Residence Caucus (GRC)
No report was presented.

Graduate Faculty Board (GFB)
No report was presented.

Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE 4600)
No report was presented.

Board of Governors (BOG)
No report was presented.

Carleton University Students' Association (CUSA)
No report was presented.

Questions: No questions were raised.

10. OTHER BUSINESS
The Chair noted that the agenda included a call for Electoral Committee members. It was clarified that this item had inadvertently remained on the agenda from the previous meeting and was not applicable to the current meeting.

No further business was brought forward.

11. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
Grants and Awards Committee
The Vice-President Finance provided an update on the Grants and Awards Committee.
It was reported that the previous fiscal year's grants and awards cycle concluded prior to the end of the fiscal year on April 5 and that all payments had been processed.
The committee is currently reviewing and improving its internal application and assessment processes.
Council was informed that, at either the final Council meeting in June or the first meeting in July, three councillors would be invited to join the Grants and Awards Committee. Committee members will assist in reviewing applications using the established assessment rubric and, subject to participation, will receive an honorarium at the conclusion of the semester.
No additional Standing Committee reports were presented.


12. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
The Chair invited departmental representatives to provide updates from their respective departments.
No departmental reports were presented.
The Chair advised that departmental updates could be brought forward at the next Council meeting.

13. ADJOURNMENT
The Chair invited any final announcements or other business.
No additional announcements or business were raised.
Motion to Adjourn
Moved: Sara Beth
Seconded: Keegan
Motion:Be it resolved that the meeting be adjourned at 10:54 a.m.
The Chair called for a vote.
Motion carried unanimously.
The Chair thanked all members for their attendance and patience, noting that there had been some confusion due to two versions of the agenda being used during the meeting. Members were wished a pleasant remainder of their day before the meeting concluded.
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